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STRUGGLING SCHOOLS
 Adolescent Literacy Resources: An Annotated Bibliography (2009 Edition)
This resource includes current research and documents of practical use in guiding improvements in grades 4-12 reading instruction in the content areas and in interventions for struggling readers. Developed by: COI http://www.centeroninstruction.org/files/Annotated Biblio Second Edition 2009.pdf 
 Approaches to Dropout Prevention: Heeding Early Warning Signs With Appropriate Interventions
This report outlines steps that schools can take to identify at-risk students and provide the necessary support systems and relevant interventions to assist students in obtaining a high school diploma. Further, the report discusses the use of early warning data systems to target interventions for groups and individual students, offers a variety of best practice approaches undertaken by higher-performing high schools, and presents effective programs that are currently being implemented to stem the dropout problem. (October 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_ApproachestoDropoutPrevention.pdf 
 
This document provides a comprehensive overview of promising research and practices related to dropout prevention. It is related to but can be used independently from the following materials:

· Early warning system guide - http://www.betterhighschools.org/pubs/ews_guide.asp
· Early warning system tool - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EWStool.xls
· High school dropout: A quick stats fact sheet - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutFactSheet.pdf
 Balanced Leadership™ Framework: Connecting Vision with Action, by Waters, T. and Cameron G.
This monograph describes the components of McREL's Balanced Leadership Framework®, which aligns the 21 responsibilities of effective leaders identified in its meta-analysis of research on leadership in the areas of focus of leadership, building purposeful community, and managing the magnitude of change. This monograph can serve as a resource for professional development or as a supplement to a Balanced Leadership Consortium detailed below. The document is available as a free PDF download at the URL listed in the notes section. Developed by: MC3 http://www.mcrel.org/topics/Leadership/products/290/ 
 
This monograph details McREL\'s Balanced Leadership™ Framework and may be used to increase understanding of how the meta-analysis on school level leadership which identified a positive correlation between school leadership and student achievement can be applied. In addition, this booklet is used by professional developers in the delivery of Balanced Leadership consortia.
 Breakout 1: High School Literacy (Terry Salinger)
Terry Salinger offered definitions for what high school literacy is, discussed problems from students', teachers', and systemic perspectives, and suggested solutions.  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/SI08/Literacy.asp#
 Breakout 2: Dropout Prevention (Loujeania Bost) 
Loujeania Bost (Director, National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities) offered statistics on the dropout rates of students with disabilities and presented specific actions that schools and communities can take to help students with special needs succeed. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/SI08/Dropout.asp#
 Breakout 2: Dropout Prevention (Nettie Legters)
Nettie Legters (Research Scientist, The Center for Social Organization of Schools at the Johns Hopkins University) identified who is dropping out, where they are, and why, and explained how prevention tools such as early warning systems and on- and off-track indicators can be used to identify students at risk of dropping out.  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/SI08/Dropout.asp# 
 Breakout 3: Tiered Intervention at the High School Level (Daryl Mellard and Maurice McInerney)
Maurice McInerney (Co-Principal Investigator and Co-Director, National Center on Response to Intervention) and Daryl Mellard (Co-Principal Investigator, National Center on Response to Intervention, and Associate Research Professor, University of Kansas) explained the unique considerations and research finding regarding tiered intervention at the secondary level, discussed challenges to effective implementation, and introduced the work of the National Center on Response to Intervention. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/SI08/TieredIntervention.asp# 
 Breakout 5: High School Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (Steven Leinwand)
Steven Leinwand (Principal Research Analyst, American Institutes for Research) provided a moving presentation on what we know to date on best practices in effectively teaching high school mathematics. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/SI08/STEM.asp# 
 Coherence in Statewide System of Support (102 pages) 
This free publication includes lessons learned by states on building capacity for change, based on an analysis of the results of a survey completed by the school improvement leader in each state education agency, including Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia (a joint venture of the Council of Chief State School Officers and the Center on Innovation & Improvement), and an in-depth profile of the Ohio Department of Education. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/CoherenceintheStatewideSystemofSupport.pdf 
 Conversation with Practitioners: Current Practice in Statewide RTI Implementation-Recommendations and Frequently Asked questions
This document describes state-level efforts to implement RTI in eight states. Participants identified important implementation considerations and recommended technical assistance strategies related to the implementation of RTI at the state level. Developed by: COI http://centeroninstruction.org/files/Conversations%20with%20Practitioners%20Corr.pdf 

 Developing Early Warning Systems to Identify Potential High School Dropouts [Early Warning System Guide]
This guide discusses the factors that help predict the probability that individual students will eventually drop out of high school prior to graduating and includes step-by-step instructions for building an early warning system. (July 2008)  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/pubs/ews_guide.asp 
 
This guide should be used in conjunction with the following tool: Early warning system tool - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EWStool.xls
The following materials are related to this guide but can used independently: 

· Approaches to dropout prevention: Heeding early warning signs with appropriate interventions - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_ApproachestoDropoutPrevention.pdf
· High school dropout: A quick stats fact sheet - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutFactSheet.pdf
 Developing Professional Developers to provide Balanced Leadership®: School Level Leadership training
Balanced Leadership®: School-Level Leadership “Developing Professional Developers” consortia: This initiative provides school level leaders with intensive, ongoing professional development over a 12 month period designed to assist principals in improving student achievement provided by McREL consultants. The content is based upon the findings in McREL’s meta-analysis on school-level leadership and its influence on student achievement. Participants  have the opportunity to become trained to provide the Balanced Leadership™ training through a model called “developing professional developers” (DPD). State capacity is enhanced as those trained as DPD providers are able to provide the Balanced Leadership training on an ongoing basis to others throughout the state. Developed by: MC3 http://www.mcrel.org/topics/Leadership/services/64/ 
 
The link above describes the leadership consortia model, for which professional developers can be sanctioned to provide.

 Dropout Prevention for Students With Disabilities: A Critical Issue for State Education Agencies 
This issue brief provides guidance to states as they respond to requirements presented in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA 2004) in the area of dropout prevention for students with disabilities (i.e. Indicator 2). It also highlights the role of State Performance Plans as starting points to develop data collection and monitoring procedures, and supplies states with recommendations for a consistent method of tracking dropout data. (May 2007) Developed by: NHSC  http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutPrevention_052507.pdf 
 Early Warning System Tool
This tool allows educators to input student-level data and automatically calculate whether individual students are on track to graduate or at risk of dropping out. (Please maximize the document’s screen in Excel in order to access all the spreadsheet tabs in the tool.) (July 2008)  

Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EWStool.xls 
 
This tool should be used in conjunction with the following guide:

· Early warning system guide - http://www.betterhighschools.org/pubs/ews_guide.asp
The following materials are related to this guide but can used independently:

· Approaches to dropout prevention: Heeding early warning signs with appropriate interventions - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_ApproachestoDropoutPrevention.pdf
· High school dropout: A quick stats fact sheet - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutFactSheet.pdf
 Easing the Transition to High School: Research and Best Practices Designed to Support High School Learning
This report is a rolled up version of four National High School Center products that had been previously released as individual pieces related to one of the NHSC focus themes: transitions into high school. Included in this publication are a fact sheet, policy brief, issue brief, and snapshot. (July 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TransitionsReport.pdf 
 Educating English Language Learners at the High School Level: A Coherent Approach to District- and School-Level Support
This practitioner issue brief outlines successful strategies and recommendations for state-level policymakers, administrators, schools, and districts that are based on a 5-year evaluation study on the learning environment for ELLs in the state of California. This brief offers four critical building blocks that should be in place to effectively educate ELLs: implementing a well-defined, rigorously structured plan of instruction; ensuring that teachers are skilled in addressing the needs of ELLs; systematically using data to assess teaching and learning; and regularly adjusting instructional planning on the basis of student performance. (April 2009) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EducatingELLsattheHSLevel_042209.pdf 
 
This resource works alongside two others focused on ELL at the high school level:

· High School Course-Taking Patterns for English Language Learners: A Case Study from California - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/HSCourse-takingPatternsforELLs_042309.pdf
· Selected States’ Responses to Supporting High School English Language Learners -  http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSCPolicyBrief_StateResponsesToELLs_042709.pdf
 Effectively Educating English Language Learners at the High School Level: What Research and Practice Tell Us
This webinar presented the latest research and best practices for educating English language learners at the high school level. The presentation was designed to: build awareness for the current body of research on educating English language learners at the high school level; discuss best practices from a practitioner's perspective; and explore how effective practices can be integrated to inform district, state, and national policies. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/webinar/ELLlivemeeting.wmv 
 
This resource may be used in conjunction with the following:

· Educating English Language Learners at the High School Level: A Coherent Approach to District- and School-Level Support http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EducatingELLsattheHSLevel_042209.pdf 
· High School Course-Taking Patterns for English Language Learners: A Case Study from California http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/HSCourse-takingPatternsforELLs_042309.pdf
· Selected States’ Responses to Supporting High School English Language Learners - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSCPolicyBrief_StateResponsesToELLs_042709.pdf
 Eight Elements of High School Improvement: A Mapping Framework
The National High School Center’s goal is to encourage researchers, policymakers, and practitioners at all levels to engage in comprehensive, systemic efforts to maximize attainment for all high school students, with a focus on those students who have been historically underserved. To this end, we have developed a framework that consists of eight core elements and provides a lens for mapping school, district, and state high school improvement efforts. (July 2008) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSCEightElements7-25-08.pdf 
 Emerging Evidence on Improving High School Student Achievement and Graduation Rates: The Effects of Four Popular Improvement Programs
The National High School Center released methods for improving low-performing high schools based on some of the most rigorous research currently available in the school reform arena. This research brief identifies lessons learned as well as key practices used to strengthen high schools and is based on evaluations of four widely used high school improvement programs - Career Academies, First Things First, Project GRAD, and Talent Development. (November 2006)  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/docs/NHSC_EmergingEvidence_010907.pdf 
 Evaluating Supplemental Educational Service Providers: Suggested Strategies for States (2nd Ed.) 
By Steven M. Ross, Allison Potter, Jennifer Harmon

This State SES Evaluation Guide is designed to help state educational agencies (SEAs) create an effective system to evaluate state-approved supplemental educational service (SES) providers.  Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/ses/resources/SES_evaluation_guide.pdf 
 Evaluating the Impact of Interventions That Promote Successful Transitions from High School
This research brief examines the challenges and opportunities presented in evaluating whether an intervention achieves defined goals of increasing students' educational attainment, employment, and earnings after high school. (August 2008)  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/ResearchBrief_ImpactofInterventions_073108.pdf 
 Findings from the Early College High School Initiative: A Look at Best Practices and Lessons Learned Regarding a Dual Enrollment
This research brief on the Early College High School Initiative (ECHSI), a dual enrollment program developed by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, examines lessons learned and best practices gleaned from an evaluation specific to the ECHSI, “Early College High School Initiative 2003-2005 Evaluation Report.” These findings help inform those interested in developing or implementing dual enrollment programs as a strategy to accelerate learning and help bridge transitions after graduation. (March 2007) Developed by: NHSC |http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_EarlyCollegeHighSchool_032107.pdf 

 Framework for an Effective Statewide System of Support (16 pages) 
This publication provides a concise introduction to the CII Statewide Systems of Support process. It can be used to introduce state teams who may be interested in implementing the full process. It can also be used as a primer for those immersed in the process. The Framework is meant to accompany the Handbook on Statewide Systems of Support. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/Framework_for_an_Effective_Statewide_System_of_Support.pdf 
 
The Framework is useful on its own, but it is also part of the CII process for assessing, developing and enhancing a statewide system of support. The centerpiece of the CII work on this topic is The Handbook on Statewide Systems of Support.
 General Session: A Framework for Mapping the System (Dean Fixsen)
Dean Fixsen (Research Professor, Division of Training, Research, Evaluation and Demonstration, USF Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute) discussed effective practices in building capacity for strategic planning, implementation, and continuing support of high school improvement efforts, as well as common challenges. 
 Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/si08/d2p2.asx 
 General Session: A Framework for Mapping the System (Joe Harris)
Joe Harris (Director, National High School Center) introduced the National High School Center Mapping Framework and explained how it can be used to align and prioritize high school improvement initiatives.

 Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/si08/d2p1.asx 
 General Session: Building a More Coherent Approach to High School Improvement: Linking National Research with State-Level Practice (Becky Smerdon)
Becky Smerdon (Principal Research Scientist, Vice President, and Deputy Director of U.S. Education and Workforce Development, Academy for Educational Development) presented current national high school specific statistics and outlined high school improvement initiatives being implemented across the country.  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/si08/d2p4.asx 
 General Session: Building a More Coherent Approach to High School Improvement: Linking National Research with State-level Practice (Sheila Arredondo & Maxine Daly)
Showcasing an effective partnership of a Regional Comprehensive Center and State, Maxine Daly (Deputy Associate Superintendent, Arizona Department of Education) and Sheila Arredondo (Program Associate, Southwest Comprehensive Center at WestEd) discussed their joint efforts in building better high schools  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/si08/d2p5.asx 
 General Session: Going from Paper to Practice through Strategic Planning (Monica Martinez)
This session focused on the development and successful execution of strategic statewide plans that can help promote and support successful high school improvement efforts. Monica Martinez (Vice President for Education Strategy, Knowledge Works Foundation) shared research and lessons learned about state and district high school improvement planning and implementation efforts and how the mapping elements can help ensure that these initiatives are both comprehensive and systemic were shared. The session was intended to provide useful tips to participants and state teams who are engaged in developing action plans for building better high schools. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/si08/d3p2.asx  
 General Session: Integrating the General and Special Education Landscapes for Building Better High Schools (Lou Danielson)
In this session Louis Danielson (Managing Director, American Institutes for Research Former Director, Research to Practice Division, Office of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education) explored the relationship and impact of NCLB and IDEA on state and district high school improvement efforts and how school districts and states can benefit from aligning their implementation and compliance efforts and resources under both federal mandates to promote building better high schools.  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/si08/d3p1.asx
 Handbook on Restructuring and Substantial School Improvement  Center on Innovation and Improvement

As suggested by the title, the purpose of this Handbook on Restructuring and Substantial school Improvement is to provide principles for restructuring and substantially improving schools. This book received the AERA Division H Award for outstanding research publication of the Year in 2007. Date Published: 2007. Developed by: CII  http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/Restructuring%20Handbook.pdf 
 
Besides being a valuable resource in its own right, the Handbook serves as a resource for the indicator-based web-driven Support for School Improvement Process, Indistar.
 Handbook on Statewide Systems of Support
This 290-page book and accompanying 97-page manual, “Strengthening the Statewide System of Support,” promises to “survey the research related to statewide systems of support, to present the experience and insights of educational leaders in how such support can best be conducted, and to derive actionable principles for improving schools. It is intended for use not only by the staff of the U.S. Department of Education-sponsored Regional Centers that serve state department staff but also by the staff of school districts and schools.” The Handbook serves as a primary resource for CII's work in helping states assess their current system of support and develop processes for enhancement and improvement. It is the centerpiece of CII's extensive work on the topic of statewide systems of support. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/support/ 
 
The Handbook serves as a primary resource for CII\'s work in helping states assess their current system of support and develop processes for enhancement and improvement. It is the centerpiece of CII\'s extensive work on the topic of statewide systems of support.
 High School Course-Taking Patterns for English Language Learners: A Case Study from California
This research brief examines the course-taking patterns of ELLs by using the transcript data from 54 high schools in California. Alarming findings from the brief state that approximately 8% of ELLs in the study sample who finished high school had taken the necessary set of required courses to be minimally eligible to attend the California State University system. (April 2009)  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/HSCourse-takingPatternsforELLs_042309.pdf 
 
This resource works alongside two others focused on ELL at the high school level:

· Educating English Language Learners at the High School Level: A Coherent Approach to District- and School-Level Support - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EducatingELLsattheHSLevel_042209.pdf
· Selected States’ Responses to Supporting High School English Language Learners - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSCPolicyBrief_StateResponsesToELLs_042709.pdf
 High School Dropout: A Quick Stats Fact Sheet 
This fact sheet highlights the problem of dropout prevention facing America’s high schools today. It provides information on the students most likely to drop out, and examines the impact of dropouts on crime, the economy, personal incomes, and employment. (September 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutFactSheet.pdf 
 
This fact sheet provides a quick overview statistics related to dropout prevention. It is related to but can be used independently from the following materials:

· Early warning system guide - http://www.betterhighschools.org/pubs/ews_guide.asp
· Early warning system tool - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EWStool.xls
· High school dropout: A quick stats fact sheet - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutFactSheet.pdf
 Identifying Students At-Risk for Dropping Out of High School: Overview of a Tool for Developing Early Warning systems
This Webinar provided a tour of the Early Warning System Tool, which allows educators to input student-level data and automatically calculate whether individual students are on track to graduate or at risk of dropping out, and the Early Warning Systems Guide, which provides information about factors that help predict the probability of students dropping out of high school. The Webinar provided guidance in building an early warning system along with information about how these resources can be used as part of a dropout prevention strategy to keep students in school. (Please note that the presentation begins when the time clock reads 4 minutes and 52 seconds on your Windows Media Player screen. We encourage you to advance to this portion of the presentation.) Developed by: NHSC  http://www.betterhighschools.com/webinar/livemeeting_Recording012809.wmv 

This webinar provided a tour of the following resources:

· Early Warning System Tool -  http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EWStool.xls
· Early Warning Systems Guide - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/IssueBrief_EarlyWarningSystemsGuide_081408.pdf
· The following materials are related to the resources introduced in this webinar:

· Approaches to dropout prevention: Heeding early warning signs with appropriate interventions - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_ApproachestoDropoutPrevention.pdf
· High school dropout: A quick stats fact sheet - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutFactSheet.pdf
 Implementing Response to Intervention: Practices and Perspectives from Five Schools–Frequently Asked Questions
This document describes the school-level implementation of RTI at five schools across the country, with particular focus on instruction and the implementation of effective practices. A "frequently asked questions" (FAQ) format is used, with answers based on the collective experience of the five schools (three elementary, one intermediate, and one middle school) that are implementing elements of RTI. The Capacity Building Indicators and Dissemination Strategies Tool accompanies the FAQ. Developed by: COI http://centeroninstruction.org/files/Implementing%20RTI%20Practices%20&%20Perspectives%20of%205%20Schools.pdf 
 Improving Literacy Outcomes for English Language Learners in High School: Considerations for States and Districts in Developing a Coherent Policy Framework
This research brief outlines existing barriers regarding teacher expectations, tracking, and placement of English language learners and offers key policies and useful strategies in building capacity and developing learning environments conducive for all students in obtaining academic success. (November 2006)  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_ImprovingLiteracy_010907.pdf 
 Improving SES Quality: Promising Practices for States  
The purpose of this [free downloadable] practice guide is to provide state SES directors and other stakeholders with useful information to help improve their practices in the areas of approving, monitoring, and evaluating providers. At the same time, the guide documents the collective accomplishments, successes, and challenges of states in these three areas. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/Improving%20SES%20Quality.pdf 
 Keynote Presentation: Perspectives in Practice: Creating Better High Schools (Molly Howard)
Molly Howard (2008 NASSP/Met Life High School Principal of the Year and Principal, Jefferson County High School, Louisville, GA) shared her experiences and insights in raising student achievement as the Principal of Jefferson County High School. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/si08/d1p3.asx 
 Leading the Way to a Smooth Ninth Grade Transition
This session addresses the issues faced by ninth grade students including students with disabilities, English language learners, and other special needs students. The interactive presentation draws on research to contextualize these challenges, identifies selected strategies proposed in the field to address these issues, and provides a review of the findings from key studies on these selected strategies. (Please note that the presentation begins when the time clock reads 4 minutes and 35 seconds on your Windows Media Player screen. We encourage you to advance to this portion of the presentation.) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/webmedia/ninth.asx 

The following resources are related to this webinar:

· Easing the Transition to High School: Research and Best Practices Designed to Support High School Learning - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TransitionsReport.pdf
· State and District-Level Support for Successful Transitions into High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_PolicyBrief_TransitionsIntoHighSchool.pdf
· Toward Ensuring a Smooth Transition Into High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TowardEnsuring_051607.pdf
· Managing the Transition to Ninth Grade in a Comprehensive Urban High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_Snapshot_EdisonAcademy.pdf
· Quick Stats Fact Sheet: The First Year of High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_FirstYearofHighSchool_032807.pdf
 Managing the Transition to Ninth Grade in a Comprehensive Urban High School
This snapshot illustrates how one school is managing to make a positive difference for ninth graders. (May 2007)

 Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_Snapshot_EdisonAcademy.pdf 

This resource may be used in conjunction with the following:

· State and District-Level Support for Successful Transitions into High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_PolicyBrief_TransitionsIntoHighSchool.pdf
· Toward Ensuring a Smooth Transition Into High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TowardEnsuring_051607.pdf
· Quick Stats Fact Sheet: The First Year of High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_FirstYearofHighSchool_032807.pdf
 Meeting the Needs of Significantly Struggling Learners in High School: A Look at Approaches to Tiered Intervention
This report, authored by Helen Duffy of the National High School Center at the American Institutes for Research, provides an in-depth look at the implementation and structural issues, as well as the needed support required to successfully institute Response to Intervention (RTI) at the secondary school level. It defines the RTI models, explores benefits and challenges faced at the high school level, shares a snapshot of implementation at the high school level, and outlines the necessary resources needed to support this work. (August 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_RTIBrief_08-02-07.pdf 

 Multi-Tier Intervention and Response to Interventions for Students Struggling in Mathematics
This summary of nine studies provides information about evidence-based practices for Tier 2 interventions and how to use RTI in mathematics. The annotated bibliography identifies and describes the most current research available on the use of RTI to help students struggling to learn mathematics. Developed by: COI http://centeroninstruction.org/files/Summary%20of%209%20studies%20on%20RTI%20math%20and%20struggling%20math%20students.pdf 
 National High School Center 2007 Summer Institute - Keynote Address 1 (Jill Martin)
Representing the practitioner perspective, Jill Martin, the 2007 National Association of Secondary School Principals/Met Life National High School Principal of the Year, takes conference participants on a virtual tour of her comprehensive high school, Thomas B. Doherty High School, in Colorado Springs, CO. Dr. Martin highlights strategies in place to raise student achievement including RTI, dropout prevention programs, data-driven decision making, and student engagement and personalized instruction techniques. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Welcome_JillMartin.html 
 National High School Center 2007 Summer Institute - Keynote Address 2 (Alexa Posny)
Alexa Posny (Former Director, Office of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education and current Commissioner of Education for the State of Kansas) outlines the intersections of No Child Left Behind and the Individuals with Disabilities Education and Improvement Act, the implications at the high school level, and re-thinking the understanding of systems to include all students. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Welcome_AlexaPosny.html 
 New Hampshire's Multi-Tiered Approach to Dropout Prevention
Many states and districts across the country struggle with designing and implementing coherent dropout prevention initiatives that promote academic advancement, especially for special needs students, who drop out at much higher rates than the general student population. New Hampshire has been recognized for its innovative use of data collection and analysis as the key to unlocking the dropout problem. (March 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/Snapshot_DropoutPreventionNewHampshire_031307_2.pdf 
 Panel Discussion: Dropout Prevention (Ceri Dean)
Ceri Dean (Director, North Central Comprehensive Center and Vice President, Field Services, McREL) offers an overview of the North Central Comprehensive Center’s collaboration with the Minnesota Department of Education’s in implementing the High School Redesign Project.  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Dropout_CeriDean.html 
 Panel Discussion: High School Literacy (Aida Walqui)
Aida Walqui (Director, Teacher Professional Development Program, WestEd) discusses the issues, challenges, and best practices for English Language Learners and effective professional development activities for high school teachers of English Language Learners. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Literacy_AidaWalqui.html 
 Panel Discussion: High School Literacy (Don Deshler)
Based on his research, Don Deshler (Director, Center for Research on Learning) outlines the necessary building blocks for content literacy and a tiered approach to achieve high levels of literacy attainment. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Literacy_DonDeshler.html 
 Panel Discussion: High School Literacy (Lucy Trautman)
Lucy Trautman (NCLB Technical Assistance Coordinator, Mid-Continent Comprehensive Center (MC3)) discusses the work of the MC3 in serving the states of Kansas and Missouri regarding high school literacy. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Literacy_LucyTrautman.html
 Panel Discussion: High School Literacy (Sarah Thomas & Sharon Hoge)
Sarah Thomas (Director of the Improvement and Support Team, Kansas State Department of Education) provides a snapshot of Kansas and shares techniques and strategies in place to combat the issue of high school literacy. Sharon Hoge (Language Arts (K–5) and Reading (K–12) Coordinator, Columbia Public Schools, Columbia, Missouri) provides an “on the ground” picture of the work that Columbia Public Schools are engaging in to increase literacy rates. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Literacy_SarahThomas_SharonHoge.html 
 Panel Discussion: Systems of Support for High School Improvement (Rose Owens-West)
Rose Owens-West (Associate Director, California Comprehensive Center, WestEd) provides an overview of the strategies that the California Comprehensive Center and the state of California are implementing to build statewide systems to increase high school improvement. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Support_RoseOwens-West.html 
 Panel Discussion: Systems of Support for High School Improvement (Governor Bob Wise)
Governor Bob Wise (President, Alliance for Excellent Education) offers a national perspective on the dropout dilemma and the needed systems to support necessary change.  Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Support_GovWise.html 
 Panel Discussion: Systems of Support for High School Improvement (Jason Snipes)
Jason Snipes (Director of Research, Council of the Great City Schools) discusses means for developing and supporting capacity building mechanisms at the state, district, and school level. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Support_JasonSnipes.html 
 Panel Discussion: Systems of Support for High School Improvement (Panel Presentation: Governor Bob Wise, Jason Snipes, Rose Owens-West, & Steve Fleishman)
This session outlines the national, research, and state perspectives on implementing best practices in building systems of support for high school improvement. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Systems%20Of%20Support.html 
 Panel Discussion: Transitions into High School (John Q. Easton)
John Q. Easton (Executive Director, Consortium on Chicago School Research) discusses the importance of engaging students in the transition into high school and shares telling data on how being "on track” relates to completion of high school. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Transitions_JohnEaston.html 
 Panel Discussion: Transitions into High School (John R. Nori)
John R. Nori (Director, National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP)) shares survey results from “A Voice from the Middle,” a survey administered to middle grade students about their perceptions. In addition, he highlights NASSP’s recommendation to assist students with a smooth transition. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/presentations/Transitions_JohnNori.html 
 Panel Discussion: Transitions into High School (Panel Presentation)
This video presents the entire panel presentation on Transitions to High School. The session discusses the importance of a successful transition from middle school to high school, with a special focus on the ninth grade year. Presenters provide a dynamic panel offering the latest research and concrete strategies to assist with this critical transition for students. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/Transitions%20into%20HS.html 
 Performance-Based Dismissals: Cross-Sector Lessons for School Turnarounds 
By Kowal, J., Rosch, J. L., Hassel, E. A., & Hassel, B. C. 
This report examines “the research on performance-based dismissals outside of education--where the experience base is much richer--to inform strategies for turnaround leaders in public education. [It] then examine[s] the ways in which state and district policies enable--or more often impede--targeted staff replacement and provide[s] policy recommendations”. Date Published: 2009. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/Performance-Based_Dismissals.pdf 
 Preparing High School Students for Successful Transitions to Postsecondary Education and Employment
This issue brief highlights lessons from selected policies and programs designed to improve students’ preparation for postsecondary pathways. The publication summarizes core characteristics of popular interventions in a user-friendly chart, poses overarching implementation questions and challenges, and includes considerations for students with disabilities. (August 2008) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/PreparingHSStudentsforTransition_073108.pdf 
 Presentation: Framing the National High School Conversation (Braden Goetz)
As high school improvement emerges as a pressing priority on the national radar, Braden Goetz (High School Group Leader, Academic Improvement and Teacher Quality Programs, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education) discusses the high school programs and initiatives in place at the U.S. Department of Education to support this important work. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/FramingNHSC_BradenGoetz.html 
 Presentation: Locating and Preventing the Dropout Crisis: How to Target and Transform Schools Which Produce the Nation’s Dropouts (Robert Balfanz & Nettie Legters)
Robert Balfanz and Nettie Legters (Research Scientists, The Center for Social Organization of Schools at The Johns Hopkins University) provide a startling presentation on the current national dropout problem, highlighting national dropout statistics, global consequences, and concrete strategies to combat this pressing issue. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/presentations/PreventingDropout_BalfanzLegters.html 
 Preventing High School Dropout
Representing both the research and practitioner perspectives, this Webinar highlights key research-based findings and dropout prevention strategies. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.com/webmedia/dopr.asx 
 
The following materials are related to this webinar:

· Approaches to dropout prevention: Heeding early warning signs with appropriate interventions - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_ApproachestoDropoutPrevention.pdf 
· High school dropout: A quick stats fact sheet - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutFactSheet.pdf
· Dropout Prevention for Students With Disabilities: A Critical Issue for State Education Agencies - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_DropoutPrevention_052507.pdf 
· New Hampshire's Multi-Tiered Approach to Dropout Prevention - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/Snapshot_DropoutPreventionNewHampshire_031307_2.pdf
 Quick Stats Fact Sheet: High School Literacy
This fact sheet serves as an easy-to-read overview of the current state of high school literacy instruction and achievement as well as the importance of obtaining a high level of literacy prior to leaving high school. Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/pubs/documents/NHSC_HighSchoolLiteracy.pdf 
 Quick Stats Fact Sheet: High Schools in the U.S. (2009 Update)
This fact sheet provides information and references on U.S. high school students and high school requirements. (March 2009) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/QuickStatsFactSheet_HSintheUS_03-13-09.pdf 
 Quick Stats Fact Sheet: High Schools in the U.S.
This fact sheet provides information and references on U.S. high school students and high school requirements. (July 2006) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/USFactSheetandReferences_FINAL_080406.pdf 

An update of this fact sheet was published in 2009.

 Quick Stats Fact Sheet: The First Year of High School
This fact sheet highlights statistics related to the transition into high school for U.S. students. (March 2007)

Developed by: NHSC |http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_FirstYearofHighSchool_032807.pdf 
 
This resource may be used in conjunction with the following:
· Easing the Transition to High School: Research and Best Practices Designed to Support High School Learning - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TransitionsReport.pdf
· State and District-Level Support for Successful Transitions into High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_PolicyBrief_TransitionsIntoHighSchool.pdf
· Toward Ensuring a Smooth Transition Into High School http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TowardEnsuring_051607.pdf
· Managing the Transition to Ninth Grade in a Comprehensive Urban High School http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_Snapshot_EdisonAcademy.pdf
 Report on Key Practices and Policies of Consistently Higher Performing High Schools
This National High School Center report focuses on successful high schools, highlighting the ways in which many superintendents, principals, and teachers are setting and meeting high expectations for all students. It provides suggestions on how to support initiatives that are linked with accelerated learning. (October 2006) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/ReportOfKeyPracticesandPolicies_10-31-06.pdf 
 Response to Intervention Summit on Funding Models
The Response to Intervention Summit on Funding Models was held in Atlanta, Georgia, on February 25, 2009. Sponsored by the Southeast CC, this summit was designed to: increase participants' knowledge of funding models for RTI implementation; help participants develop strategies and action steps for addressing RTI funding; and, increase networking opportunities for improved implementation of funding models. All presentation materials are available on the Web site. Developed by: SECC http://secc.sedl.org/events/09/rti_feb/files/presentations.html 
 School Turnarounds: A Review of the Cross-Sector Evidence on Dramatic Organizational Improvement  
CII and Public Impact

This evidence review is based on an examination of the literature related to turning around low-performing schools and other organizations from both the public and private sectors; it examines the turnaround environment and leadership necessary for success. Date Published: 2007. Developed by: CII |http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/Turnarounds-Color.pdf 

 School Turnarounds: Actions and Results By Brinson, D., Kowal, J., & Hassel, B. C. 
This report provides descriptive, real-world vignettes that illustrate the actions that successful school leaders have taken to turn around low-performing schools. Date Published: 2008. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/Turnarounds-Color.pdf 
 Selected States’ Responses to Supporting High School English Language Learners
This policy brief provides state-level examples of efforts to improve the assessment and reporting of data. This brief also showcases effective partnerships between state departments and the Regional Comprehensive Centers in strengthening educational outcomes for ELLs on the secondary school level. (April 2009) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSCPolicyBrief_StateResponsesToELLs_042709.pdf 
 
This resource works alongside two others focused on ELL at the high school level:

· Educating English Language Learners at the High School Level: A Coherent Approach to District- and School-Level Support - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/EducatingELLsattheHSLevel_042209.pdf
· High School Course-Taking Patterns for English Language Learners: A Case Study from California - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/HSCourse-takingPatternsforELLs_042309.pdf
 Singing Out of the Same Songbook: The Standards Aligned System in Pennsylvania (38 pages) 
Report prepared through interviews of SEA staff in Pennsylvania examining the long-term efforts in developing and expanding their statewide system of support. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/Singing_Out_of_the_Same_Songbook.pdf 
 State and District-Level Support for Successful Transitions into High School
This policy brief examines how some states and districts are currently easing the transition into high school for students. (May 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_PolicyBrief_TransitionsIntoHighSchool.pdf 
 
This resource include a transitions in Risk Assessment Survey on pages 9 to 10. This resource may be used in conjunction with the following:

· Toward Ensuring a Smooth Transition Into High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TowardEnsuring_051607.pdf
· Managing the Transition to Ninth Grade in a Comprehensive Urban High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_Snapshot_EdisonAcademy.pdf
· Quick Stats Fact Sheet: The First Year of High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_FirstYearofHighSchool_032807.pdf
 State Approaches to More Reliable and Uniform Dropout and Graduation Data
This issue brief outlines the immediate need for more accurate dropout and graduation data, while providing a snapshot of work currently underway. By drawing on two prominent methods for calculating graduation rates: the National Governors Association’s endorsed longitudinal approach and the Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate (AFGR), this brief outlines how data are needed to track dropout trends and patterns, as well as how to direct resources and more effective strategies to ensure more students receive a high school diploma. This brief concludes by offering take-aways for states. (August 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_GradRatesvsDropoutRates_August2007.pdf 
 States' Progress Toward High School Restructuring 
As many Title I high schools approach their fifth year of failing to meet adequate yearly progress (AYP), many states and districts are struggling to navigate the new waters of school restructuring as required in such cases as the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001. The following brief outlines the provisions of the law related to restructuring and includes strategies that states and districts are undertaking to meet their obligations under the law, particularly at the high school level. (January 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_Restructuring_1-19-07.pdf 
 States’ Response to Intervention (RtI) Funding Streams
There is variation among the state departments of education in the guidance they provide for schools and districts regarding funding for RtI initiatives. This report reviewed states’ recommendations to local education agencies regarding the use of various funding sources to support RtI. Developed by: TXCC http://txcc.sedl.org/orc/rr/txcc_rr_00071.pdf 
 Statewide Systems of Support
This link will take you to a variety of useful tools, templates, agendas, and briefs to support the work of Statewide Systems of Support. Individual publications are listed separately. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/techassist/support/ 
 
This resource is a link to a selection of technical assistance tools, activities, agendas, and the like, that are useful on their own but can also be developed for individual applications. All are in word and can be downloaded for free.
 Striking the Balance: Career Academies Combine Academic Rigor and Workplace Relevance
This snapshot takes a closer look at the implementation of the Career Academy model, an innovative approach to infuse life relevancy and critical thinking skills into the academic curriculum, in a high school in Oakland, California. Painting a picture of one high school's experience, the resource documents the mechanics of the program, how it prepares students for college, and the challenges encountered along the way. (August 2008) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/MDRC_CareerAcademiesSnapshot_08-05-08.pdf 
· Supplemental Educational Services (SES) Outreach to Parents
This site contains a variety of resources, tools, and documents useful for those interested in reaching out to the parents and/or community as regards availability and knowledge about supplemental Educational Services (SES). Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/techassist/outreach/ 
 
These products and tools are an integral component of the topic of SES at CII. A number of other publications on the topic are also available. 
 Sustaining Focus on Secondary School Reading: Lessons and Recommendations from the Alabama Reading Initiative
The Alabama Reading Initiative (ARI) addresses literacy and includes a focus on high school students. This research brief summarizes student and teacher outcomes, lessons learned, and other findings from a recent evaluation of the Alabama Reading Initiative at the secondary school level. (September 2006) Developed by: NHSC |http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_ARI_ResearchBrief_010907.pdf 
· Teacher Quality Connection Discussion: Response to Intervention at the Secondary Level
This sixth edition of the National Comprehensive Center for Teacher Quality’s online forum focuses on response to intervention (RtI) implementation at the secondary level. This site provides a summary of the presentation and discussion led by Mark Shinn of the National Louis University and contains resources on RtI implementation and responses to questions posted on the discussion board. Developed by: TQCC |http://www.tqsource.org/forum/index.php?topic=43.msg234#msg234 
 The Academy of Pacesetting States
The Center on Innovation & Improvement, through the Academy, provides training, consultation, and support for state teams to develop skilled experts in three critical areas:
1. System Leaders who administer the state system of support and coordinate its components (including the people who carry it out),

2. Change Agents who understand not only effective operational practices, but also the dynamics of change in an educational setting, and

3. Instructional Specialists who understand effective classroom instruction and how it can be cultivated in district and school systems to reach a critical mass of instructional excellence.

Developed by: CII | http://www.centerii.org/academy/ 
 
The Academy resources contain PowerPoint presentations, checklists, curriculum materials, and guides and tools to support advancing a state\'s system of support to improve the work of the state in supporting districts and schools.

 The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: Opportunities for High School Improvement
This document provides more detailed information about ARRA such as deadlines and descriptions related to the new funding opportunities. (June 2009) Developed by: NHSC |http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC.ARRA.HS.Funding.pdf http://betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC.ARRA.HS.Funding.Summary.pdf 
 
This report is summarized in the following table:

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: Opportunities for High School Improvement Summary Table - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC.ARRA.HS.Funding.Summary.pdf
 The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: Opportunities for High School Improvement Summary Table
This summary table highlights official suggestions made by the Department of Education on ways in which the funds appropriated under ARRA may be spent. Additionally, it provides best practices and resources related to these suggestions that will be helpful to stakeholders at the state, district and school levels who are undertaking high school improvement initiatives. (June 2009) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC.ARRA.HS.Funding.Summary.pdf 
 
This summary is related to the following report:

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: Opportunities for High School Improvement. Washington, DC: National High School Center - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC.ARRA.HS.Funding.pdf
 Tough Decisions: Closing Persistently Low-Performing Schools. By Lucy Steiner of Public Impact for CII. 
This study discusses the lessons urban district officials learned from different types of school closures and the changes they made to their closure process as a result of these experiences. Written for state and district officials, this publication is designed to help decision makers who are contemplating closing schools for performance reasons. Date Published: 2009. Developed by: CII http://www.centerii.org/survey/downloads/Tough_Decisions.pdf 
 Toward Ensuring a Smooth Transition Into High School
This best practices piece is based on key research into high school transition strategies. (May 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TowardEnsuring_051607.pdf 
 
This resource may be used in conjunction with the following:

· State and District-Level Support for Successful Transitions into High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_PolicyBrief_TransitionsIntoHighSchool.pdf
· Managing the Transition to Ninth Grade in a Comprehensive Urban High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_Snapshot_EdisonAcademy.pdf
· Quick Stats Fact Sheet: The First Year of High School - http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_FirstYearofHighSchool_032807.pdf
 Transitioning Out of High School: A Quick Stats Fact Sheet
This fact sheet provides statistics describing the current status of high school graduates' readiness for life after high school. It highlights some of the challenges and opportunities facing high school students after graduation as well as some of the consequences and implications for America’s underprepared graduates. (October 2007) Developed by: NHSC http://www.betterhighschools.org/docs/NHSC_TransitionsOutFactSheet.pdf
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