
Southwest Comprehensive Center Regional Conference

Meeting the Challenge: All Students Achieving Proficiency by 2014

April 4 and 5, 2006

WestEd – 2020 N. Central Ave.

Phoenix, AZ

Purpose of the Conference:


To help SEA work teams from the SWCC region to build their state’s capacity to narrow or close the achievement gap by reviewing relevant research, sharing effective practices and providing time for dialogue, networking and action planning.

Outcomes for the Participants:

SEA work teams will leave the conference with:

A. knowledge and copies of relevant research about closing the achievement gap,

B. knowledge and evidence of initiatives and effective practices within the five SWCC states.

C. an increased capacity to develop new strategies or fine-tune existing initiatives for narrowing or closing the achievement gap to reach the NCLB goal of having all children achieve proficiency by 2014.

April 4, 2006

12:00-1:30
Luncheon

(Rm. 160)



Welcome and Introductions

Paul Koehler, Director - SWCC


Keynote Address: Meeting the Challenge: Achieving Proficiency by 2014
Kathryn Doherty, Special Assistant, Office of the Deputy Secretary - US Department of Education

1:30 – 1:45
Break

1:45 – 3:15
Current Status:  What Strategies Are Already in Place in SWCC States? 

(Rm. 160)


In small groups, SEA leadership and representatives of schools that have been effective at closing the gap from each of the five states will share and discuss current state initiatives, activities and challenges.  

3:15 – 3:30
Break

3:30-5:15
Success Stories
(Rm. 160)


SEA leadership will learn how schools from each of the five states have successfully narrowed or closed the achievement gap.

AZ – 
Deborah Jordan, Principal – Glendale High School



Kim Thomas, Math Department Chair – Glendale High School

CO - 
Mike Miles, Assistant Superintendent (Curriculum) – Fountain/Ft. Carson 

School District



NV - 
Claudia Fadness, Principal – Silver Springs Elementary School



NM - 
Barbara Vigil-Lowder, Superintendent – Bernalillo Public Schools




Brian Garcia, Principal – Santo Domingo School



UT - 
Mary Kay Kirkland, Assistant Superintendent (Curriculum) – Box Elder 

School District

Sandra Brown, Principal – Discovery Elementary School

5:15

Check Into Your Hotel

6:30

Reception followed by Dinner


University Club of Phoenix – 39 E. Monte Vista

Guest Speakers:  
Tom Horne, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 



    
Arizona Department of Education




Kelt Cooper, Former Superintendent, Nogales 




Unified School District

April 5, 2006

7:00 - 8:15
Breakfast

8:15 – 8:45
“Closing the Achievement Gap – Overview” 

(Shelley)

University Club of Phoenix – 39 E. Monte Vista
9:10 - 11:00
Research on Closing the Achievement Gap 




(Plaza 1, Plaza 2, Ste. 660 Conference Rm.)


SEA leadership will participate in small group round table discussions on

research-based practices to close the achievement gaps of identified subgroups of students.

Choose one round table for each session, with the goal of having the SEA as a team attend all of the sessions.

9:10 – 9:40
Research on Effective Practices for Various Racial/Ethnic Subpopulations:  African American, Hispanic and Native American

African American: Plaza Rm. 1 

Hispanic: Plaza Rm. 2 

Native American: Ste. 660 WestEd Conference Rm. 

9:50 – 10:20
Research on Effective Practices for Other NCLB Subgroups: Socioeconomic Status, Gender and Disabilities


Gender: Plaza Rm. 1 

Disabilities: Plaza Rm. 2 

Socioeconomic Status: Ste. 660 WestEd Conference Rm. 
10:30 – 11:00
Research on Effective Practices in Various Subject Matters: Mathematics, Reading/Language Arts and Science


Mathematics: Plaza Rm. 1 

Science: Plaza Rm. 2 

Reading/Language Arts: Ste. 660 WestEd Conference Rm.
(All sessions 11:10 – 3:00 will be in Rm. 160)

11:10 - 12:00
State Team Discussions

SEA leadership and SWCC state liaisons will meet by state to discuss what was learned through the small group round table discussions on research-based practices to close the achievement gaps of identified subgroups of students.

12:00 - 1:00
Lunch





Introduction of:

Sharon Horn, Director of Evaluation and Dissemination, Office of Education and Improvement, U.S. Department of Education

1:00 - 2:15
State Action Planning


SEA leadership and SWCC state liaisons will discuss a set of questions to guide decision making about strategies that each state may take to address the need for all students to be proficient in 2014.

2:15 - 2:45
Sharing




Each state with briefly share with the group, the steps they will take to address closing the achievement gap.

2:45 - 3:00
Closing Remarks, Feedback and Completion of Evaluation Form
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